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expanding rapidly, and in the autumn of 1937 contracts were signed
by Morris Motors Ltd. for the export, largely to the Dominions and
Colonies, of £5,000,000 worth of cars.
The establishment and growth of the motor industry have caused
great activity in the building industry, since housing construction
for the workers drawn to Oxford by the new industry has been added
to the building necessary for the growth of the city's indigenous
population.   A large number of small firms are engaged in this
industry in the Area.  In 1935, 62 per cent, of 361 building firms
working in the Area employed 10 workers or less.   These firms
covered 3,900 insured workers out of a total number of insured
workers in the building industry in 193 5 of 4,197. At the other end
of the scale were three firms employing more than 200 insured
workers each. It is estimated that in 1936 the total amount of capital
involved in the building industry in Oxford was about £350,000.
The number df insured building workers in 1937 in the Survey Area
was 4,766. It is only possible to give a very rough estimate1 of the
gross value of production in recent years in the building industry,
but it may be hazarded that during 1935 it amounted to about one
and a half million pounds sterling in the Area. The total wage bill in
the same year was estimated to be about £300,000. During the last
few years, in addition to the great expansion in domestic building,
there has been not only a considerable volume of work upon the
colleges and other university buildings, but also a good deal of
rebuilding and refitting of commercial buildings due, for example,
to the opening of branches of the various multiple shop companies.
Not all of this work is done by local firms or by local labour. Con-
versely, Oxford firms do a certain amount of work on contracts out-
side this neighbourhood. On the whole, however, building in the
Area is a local industry, drawing many of its raw materials—clay,
sand, gravel, and cement—from local sources of supply and primarily
engaged in fulfilling local contracts.   Subsidiary industries, which
have grown concurrently with building, are electrical wiring and
contracting and the manufacture of furniture and fittings. The latter
is one of the minor special industries of Oxford and employed 519
insured workers in 1937. It has expanded quite considerably since
the War, partly because of the work offered by the new factories in
the way of the equipment of their offices, canteens, and so on. The
university is said not to be a source of much trade, and indeed a good
deal of the cabinet-making done in Oxford is not for local customers.
1 Derived from calculations based on figures given in the census of production of
1930.

